LIVE UNITED

Community Garden Mini Grants

Spring Application

United Way of Central lowa

This mini grant opportunity is provided by United Way of Central lowa. United Way of Central lowa established a
goal to improve the health of our community. One of the strategies for accomplishing this is to increase the
availability of and access to healthy foods and fresh fruits and vegetables. United Way of Central lowa is serving as
the administrator and funder of the grants process with expert guidance from our Essential Needs Cabinet and
community partners.

Eligibility

Applicants for the mini grants must be located in Polk, Dallas, or Warren County and serve the community as a
nonprofit organization, school or government entity. For purposes of this funding, a community garden is defined
as an area of land managed and maintained by a group of individuals to grow and harvest food crops for non-retail,
personal or group use, consumption or donation. Community gardens may be divided into separate plots for
cultivation by one or more individuals or may be farmed collectively by members of the group and may include
common areas maintained and used by group members. For purposes of this funding, the garden cannot be used
for retail or job training programs and cannot be promoted as a corporate giving garden.

New and existing community gardens are eligible to apply. Priority is placed on gardens that serve communities
with limited access to healthy foods, such as high poverty or food desert neighborhoods. If awarded, the awardee
will be required to report food production either on a monthly or end-of-season basis by pounds or count.

Attention School Gardens

If selected, all school gardens must have at least two volunteer or staff, including a master gardener to complete
the ISU Extension School Garden 101 training. If you do not have a Master Gardener, please indicate this in your
application, and ISU Extension will assist you in finding a match. The 101 training will take place in a three-part
series on February 25™, March 4™, and April 2"%. UWCI will cover the training costs for 2025 school garden awarded
grantees. School gardens will be notified in time to register for the 101 training in February. Additional details to
come upon selection.

Importance of Garden Plot Size Categories for Funding Established Gardens
The maximum request amount this year is based on garden size. Please review the three garden sizes below before
submitting your request to ensure it aligns with our updated policy, particularly if you are applying for funding for
an existing garden.

Size Dimensions Amount

Small 30-500 sq ft Up to $599

Medium 501 — 1200 sq ft $600 — $999

Large Above 1200 sq ft $1,000 - 1,500

Guidelines

e Must be a community garden located in Polk, Dallas or Warren County.

e Funding may be used for a new or existing garden.

e Requests can be made for up to $1,500, depending on the size of the garden as per grant eligibility criteria.

e Must serve the community as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, school, or government entity. Please note
school gardens must have completed the ISU Extension School Garden 101 class in the past or complete it this
spring.
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o Allowable expenses include:

Seeds

Plants

Irrigation supplies

Harvest tools and packing supplies/materials
Water hydrant meter fees

Signage

Hoop house supplies

Other necessary items related to the
infrastructure of the garden
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Vertical garden supplies

Fencing

Raised garden bed supplies

Trellis materials

Greenhouse kits

Community education events and materials
Compost and compost delivery

Water retention systems (barrels and
elevated platforms for containers)

e Funding will be awarded in the form of a one-time check payment upon receipt of a signed contract.

e Awardees will be required to report food production or estimations either on a monthly or end-of-season basis
by pounds or count.

e Eligible funding will be released to awardees upon receipt of a signed contract no later than March 12%. School
Garden will be notified by February 7, 2025.

Apply: Complete the application via UWCI Foundant grant management system, use access code: garden2025 and
submit by Wednesday, January 17, 2025. For questions on the grant submission process review the Informational and

Technical Assistance recording at www.unitedwaydm.org/gardens-rfp.

Contact Info:

Eligibility or Foundant Support Questions: Diana Echeverria, Community Impact Manager,
diana.echeverria@unitedwaydm.org.
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